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REVIEWS 


The Columbia Encyclopedia, in one 
volume; Clarke F. Ansley, editor- 
in-chief. New York, Columbia Univ. 
Pr., 1946. 1949p. $19.50 with supple- 
ment. Supplement 64p., also sold 
separately, pa. $2. 


Except for the addition of the 64- 
page Supplement, the 1946 edition of 
the Columbia Encyclopedia is, accord- 
ing to the publishers, identical with 
the original edition. That volume was 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, October 1935. The present review 
covers only the current Supplement. 

The Supplement intends to record 
“important events from the spring of 
1935 through February 28, 1946.” Bio- 


graphical entries are numerous and in- 
clude the notices of deaths of many 
persons whose biographies appeared 
in the Encyclopedia. Of the other lead- 
ers who have become prominent, “mil- 
itary and naval figures predominate, 
but the achievements of many young 
writers, artists, and scientists, as well 
as the new work of the older men, have 
been recorded. ... The fate of nations 
is noted in the histories of the coun- 
tries concerned.” According to the 
preface, scientific discoveries and in- 
ventions of the war years and the cam- 
paigns and battles of World War II are 
also included. 

A comparison with the 1942 supple- 
ment reveals that careful revision has 
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been carried out and many new articles 
added. Changes have been made within 
articles to bring them up to date, e.g., 
Aden; and others have been expanded 
and new headings assigned, e.g., Air 
Warfare, which includes pertinent ma- 
terial from the 1942 article on air- 
power. Some older material has been 
omitted, e.g., Aguirre Cerda, Pedro and 
Helium. 

The entry for Ickes includes his res- 
ignation from the Cabinet in February 
1946. The United Nations material 
comprises four fifths of a column, con- 
tains eleven cross references and men- 
tions the first General Assembly in 
London on January 10, 1946 and its 
adjournment on February 15, as well 
as the Security Council meeting in 
London from January 17 to February 
16. The two thirds of a column article 
on the atomic bomb gives a summary 
of scientific facts, a history of dis- 
coveries leading to the bomb and an 
allusion to its implications. The politi- 
cal difficulties attendant upon its con- 
trol are presented in the objective 
manner which is characteristic of the 
treatment of controversial topics in the 
main volume. 

The same systems of cross references 
and pronunciation are used in the Sup- 
plement as in the Encyclopedia. Nylon 
is discussed in the article on plastics 
with a see reference from Nylon to 
Plastics. There is a brief paragraph on 
the Olympic games with no cross refer- 
ences, but in other articles, such as 
that on field and track athletics, there 
is a reference to Olympic games. 

The Supplement conforms to the 
main volume in format, being printed 
in fairly small type on a three-column 
page. In the copy examined a light- 
green paper was used and the pages 
were securely stapled together. Since 
there is no provision for insertion in 


the main volume, libraries buying the 
Supplement alone will probably want 
to reinforce it with a pamphlet binder. 

The Supplement adds materially to 
the value of the original volume, and 
the Columbia Encyclopedia, 1946 edi- 
tion is recommended for those who do 
not have the original edition. Libraries 
having older printings of the Encyclo- 
pedia may wish to purchase the Sup- 
plement separately. 


The Dictionary of Canadian Biography; 
by W. Stewart Wallace. 2nd ed. rev. 
and enl. 2v. 24cm. Toronto, Mac- 
millan, 1945. $20. 


The first edition of this work, re- 
viewed briefly in Mudge, Guide to 
Reference Books, appeared in 1926, and 
the bulk of it was incorporated, as it 
stood, in the same editor’s Encyclopedia 
of Canada, 1935-1938 (reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1935 and October 1940). It is the au- 
thoritative, general dictionary of Cana- 
dian biography, exclusive of living 
persons, and is comparable in style to 
the Dictionary of National Biography 
and the Dictionary of American Bi- 
ography. Articles in the Canadian 
work, however, are unsigned; a large 
proportion were written by the editor 
himself. 

A check of sections A, B, and C 
shows an extensive revision of articles 
which appeared in the first edition 
Only one or two in ten remain entirely 
unchanged, although sometimes the 
change is merely an addition to the 
bibliography. 

Many new biographies have been 
added and more than half of these are 
of people who died before the first edi- 
tion was published. The number of 
entries in the new edition is more than 
twice that of the old. Articles are 
brief, being far more condensed than 
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those in the English and American 
Dictionaries. Full information is given, 
however, including occupation, place 
and date of birth, parentage, education, 
marriage and children, digest of career 
(with dates), date and place of death, 
publications. 

It would appear that much of the 
work in this edition, as in the first, is a 
breaking of new ground, for the bib- 
liographies appended to each. article 
show such sources as church histories, 
Dominion annual registers, family 
papers, newspapers, and even “private 
information,” as well as the more gen- 
eral sources. The last are brought to- 
gether at the beginning of the book in 
a “Key to Bibliographical Abbrevia- 
tions.” All biographies are well docu- 
mented. 

French entries have been slightly in- 
creased in the new edition to about 28 


per cent of the whole; geographic pro- - 


portions seem balanced; and length of 
articles is usually indicative of the im- 
portance of the subject. 

Occupational proportions continue to 
comply with the editor’s purpose, as 
expressed in the preface to the first 
edition, “to include only those names 
which seemed most likely to be the 
object of enquiry,” and especially to 
“make the book useful as an author 
dictionary.” Hence, the obscure writer, 
or the professional man who has writ- 
ten a book, takes precedence very often 
over the man of even greater conse- 
quence in his own day. For example, 
to choose at random, John M. Duncan, 
author, Edward Kelly, priest, and 
Richard Cockrel, schoolteacher, all 
relatively unimportant figures in their 
time, are recorded for their publica- 
tions. Mention of Cockrel’s Thought on 
the Education of Youth, Newark, Upper 
Canada, 1795, is, however, unfortunate- 
ly omitted. In sections A, B, and C of 


the second edition, nearly 200 of the 
450 new people are credited with the 
authorship of at least one book. 

One could wish for more cross refer- 
ences, as the French names sometimes 
present difficulty to English readers. 
For example, there is a reference from 
Gaspé to Aubert de Gaspé, but not 
from La Chesnaye to Aubert de la 
Chesnaye. There is one from Poutri- 
court to Biencourt de Poutricourt, 
Baron de St. Just, but none from St. 
Just. 

Format and binding are satisfactory. 

The Dictionary of Canadian Biogra- 
phy is recommended for all libraries 
needing Canadian biographical mate- 
rial. 


Educational Film Guide, formerly Edu- . 
cational Film Catalog; comp. by Dor- 
othy E. Cook and Eva Rahbek- 
Smith. (Standard Catalog Series) 
25.5cem. New York, H. W. Wilson Co., 
1946. pa. $3. 


The Educational Film Guide is an aid 
to the selection of 16 mm. nontheatrical 
films of interest and value to schools, 
clubs, libraries, study groups and edu- 
cational organizations of many kinds. 
Monthly issues, September through 
April, keep the Guide up to date and 
an annual cumulation is published in 
June. ; 

Among the thirty-eight collaborators 
who have assisted in the preparation of 
the most recent edition of the Guide 
are audio-visual specialists associated 
with many organizations including 
schools, museums, societies, universi- 
ties, film companies, and the Federal 
Government. The annotations are writ- 
ten by the collaborators, representa- 
tives of visual education departments 
of state colleges or universities, and by 
an Advisory Committee on the Use of 
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Motion Pictures, of which Mark A. May 
is chairman . Some annotations include 
quotations which have been taken from 
special lists in educational and film 
journals. 

The Guide is in two parts. Part 1 
contains an alphabetical title and sub- 
ject list of all films for which it was 
possible “to gather essential informa- 
tion such as title, running time, wheth- 
er silent or sound, availability and 
main source.” Title entries are pro- 
vided with notations about the run- 
ning time, size, sound, purchase or 
rental fee, date of release, and pro- 
ducer. A selected number of the films 
are assigned a Dewey classification 
number and are included with addi- 
tional information in Part 2. 

Part 2 is an annotated list of recom- 
mended films, selected from Part 1, 
and arranged according to the Dewey 
decimal system. According to the pub- 
lishers the selection is made on the 
basis of advice of educators, compari- 
sons of selected lists of films and con- 
sultation with producers interested in 
nontheatrical films. In addition to in- 
formation repeated from Part 1, each 
entry notes availability of a teaching 
guide and approximate grade level. Ex- 
cellent films are starred and those con- 
sidered outstanding are double-starred. 
The quality of the photography is in- 
dicated in some cases. Producers and 
distributors are indicated by symbols 
and are listed with addresses in a di- 
rectory of producers and distributors 
which follows Part 2. 

In the annual edition for June 1946, 
there are 4,289 films listed in Part 1 
and 3,690 films listed in Part 2. The 
scope of the Guide has been recently 
increased to include films of entertain- 
ment if they have educational value. 
Questions concerning the selection may 
be clarified by a note from the preface, 


“... there are doubtless some excel- 
lent films which are omitted from Part 
2 of the Guide because they have not 
been widely enough distributed to be 
voted on favorably. Some industrial 
films made for advertising purposes 
have been included when the votes of 
our collaborators indicated that they 
are useful. Those preferring not to use 
such films will be able to recognize 
them by the producer’s name .. . [or] 
a note is given as to whether or not the 
advertising might be considered ob- 
jectionable.” 

The entertainment films chosen for 
inclusion have been subject to criticism 
by audio-visual specialists because of 
lack of discrimination in their selection. 
It is hoped that this shortcoming will 
be remedied in future issues. 

The annotations in Part 2 provide 
highly useful evaluations to aid in se- 
lection of films. In some cases, how- 
ever, the annotations might be more 
helpful if they were more critical in 
their comparisons with other films in 
the same field. One might wish also 
that the descriptive notes in Part 1 con- 
tained more detailed information. 

Libraries which catalog film collec- 
tions will find the form and the abbre- 
viations given in Part 2 to be of help in 
the preparation of the catalog card. 

The format of the Guide conforms to 
that of other Wilson publications. The 
print, though small, is clear and legible. 

The need for a list of films which has 
been chosen by specialists is recognized 
by all who are charged with the re- 
sponsibility of making the selection, 
whether for purchase or use. Despite 
certain minor shortcomings, the Edu- 
cational Film Guide is an excellent tool 
for libraries, organizations or other in- 
stitutions having an educational film 
program, whether on the elementary, 
adolescent or adult level, and is recom- 
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mended for that purpose. 


Educators Guide to Free Films; com- 
piled and edited by Mary Foley 
Horkheimer and John W. Diffor. 6th 
ed. 27.5cm. Randolph, Wis., Educa- 
tors Progress Service, 1946. 303p. 


pa. $4. 


Mary Foley Horkheimer is founder 
of Educators Progress Service and 
John W. Diffor is Visual Education 
Director of the Randolph High School, 
Randolph, Wisconsin. John Guy 
Fowlkes, Professor of Education, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, acts as educational 
consultant. The Guide is revised annu- 
ally with occasional brief supplements. 
The sixth edition is a definite improve- 
ment over earlier ones in that many of 
its previous shortcomings have been 
overcome. The second edition, 1942, 
was reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, July 1943. 

The 1946 edition lists 1,381 films of 
which 374 titles are new, according to 
the preface. Films are classified into 
these general subjects: Applied Arts, 
Fine Arts, Health Education, Science, 
Social Studies. Each group is divided 
into subtopics. Brief annotations de- 
scribe the film, indicate running time, 
number of reels, whether silent or 
sound, 16 or 35 mm., and state source. 
The descriptions give such a general 
idea of the information found in the 
film that it would be necessary for a 
teacher to preview each film to deter- 
mine its suitability for his particular 


purpose. There is little indication of. 


age level at which the film can best be 
used. 

A separate section of slide films 
classified in the same general group- 
ings and carrying brief annotations fol- 
lows the main section of the volume. 
There is also an introductory article by 


John Guy Fowlkes discussing the de- 
velopment and use of free fiims in the 
classroom. 

The Guide has three indexes, subject, 
title, and source and availability. One 
defect in earlier editions is remedied in 
the subject index which lists all films 
alphabetically by broad subjects with 
subtopics. This change has been made 
since the Guide was last reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin. The 
subject index contains some, but not 
many, cross references. 

The source and availability index is 
a new feature of the sixth edition. 
Sources are listed with addresses, terms 
and conditions of loan, and a statement 
regarding probable availability of the 
film. Reference is also made to the 
page in the Guide on which each source 
is cited. 

The majority of agencies included as 
sources are commercial firms such as 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
pany, Dupont, Eastman, Ford Motor. 
Obviously the main purpose of many 
of these films is to advertise, and their 
selection should be made with care on 
the basis of their educational value and 
the point of view from which they have 
been prepared. The Bureau of Mines, 
Farm Credit Administration, National 
Parks Bureau, National Tuberculosis 
Association, National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, Incorporated, are 
among the government agencies and 
national associations listed. These or- 
ganizations naturally have the educa- 
tional purpose in mind, although their 
films are not necessarily designed ex- 
pressly for classroom use. 

The Guide is multilithed on yellow 
paper with one index on brown and 
one on white paper to enable the user 
to locate them more easily. The paper 
binding is flexible but sturdy. Print is 
clear and of good size. Subject head- 
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ings of the various sections might have 
been set in a different type or with a 
marginal indention which would have 
made them more easily distinguished 
from the entries. 

The Educators Guide to Free Films 
is an up-to-date compilation of free 
films, although the films included do 
not appear to have undergone the 
critical evaluation of those in the Edu- 
cational Film Guide, also reviewed in 
this issue. The Educators Guide is 
recommended for schools, libraries and 
other organizations needing such mate- 
rials, with the understanding that those 
organizations exercise discrimination 
in the selection of individual films for 
use. 


International Business Dictionary in 
Five Languages: English—German— 
French—Spanish—Italian; by Frank 
Gaynor. 23.5cm. New York, The 
Philosophical Library, 1946, viii, 
452p. cloth $6. 


The preface states “this Dictionary 
does not pretend to be ‘complete’—as 
no polyglot dictionary of this size and 
scope can ever be complete—yet the 
author and publisher feel that it will 
fulfill its purpose of furnishing .. . a 
practical handbook of the most cur- 
rently used commercial words and 
phrases in the languages covered. The 
words and phrases included are those 
which several statistical frequency 
counts have shown to occur most fre- 
quently in actual commercial corre- 
spondence.” 

The main section, of 208 pages, is an 
alphabetically-arranged English vocab- 
ulary followed by the equivalent word 
in German, French, Spanish, and Ital- 
ian. The main entry, which is printed 
in boldface type, is followed by auxil- 
iary phrases and terms, e.g., under 


draft, various kinds of drafts are listed, 
and under profit such phrases as “profit 
and loss,” “to yield profit” are given. 
There are no definitions, but for some 
words, a word or two is added to show 
the sense in which it is used. Pronun- 
ciation is not indicated. Each entry is 
numbered. Some words listed as 
auxiliary words under one entry will 
also be found as main entries. For 
example, of the fifteen terms that ap- 
pear after the word insurance nine 
likewise appear as main entries, e.g., 
fire insurance, marine insurance, war 
risk insurance; two have see refer- 
ences to insurance; and four appear 
only under the word insurance. 

The dictionary section is followed by 
sixteen pages of lists and tables. Names 
of the months, forms of writing dates, 
geographic names, monetary units, sys- 
tems of measurement are given in the 
five languages. The remainder of the 
book consists of German, French, 
Spanish, and Italian indexes. Here a 
letter and number indicate where a 
given word will be found in the main, 
or English, section. For example, in 
the French index troc refers to B67. 
This shows that in the English section 
under the letter B, entry number 67 
will list the other equivalents of the 
French troc. When a word is listed 
under more than one English entry, 
reference is made to all such entries. 

The arrangement of the book is in- 
convenient for persons translating from 
a foreign language into English since 
complete information is given only in 
the English section. It is useful mainly 
for a translation from English into the 
foreign language. 

The binding and printing are satis- 
factory but the paper is of rather poor 
quality, probably because of wartime 
limitations. The two-column page is 
used in the vocabulary sections. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





January 1947 7 





The limited scope of the International 
Business Dictionary makes it of little 
real value to the large library where 
more comprehensive dictionaries are 
available. It is recommended only for 
libraries or individuals who will be 
satisfied with a very brief one-volume 
dictionary for the purpose of trans- 
lating eommercial phrases into Ger- 
man, French, Italian, or Spanish. 


Schweizer Lexikon in sieben Banden. 
Erster Band. A-Briand. 25cm. Ziir- 
ich, Encyclios-Verlag, Ag., 1945; 
New York, Stechert-Hafner, Inc., 
distributor. Illus. pl. ports. maps, 
tables. cloth $12. 


This is the first volume of a proposed 
seven-volume encyclopedia in German 
now being prepared in Switzerland by 
the Encyclios-Verlag and associates. 
The stated intention of the publishers 
is to produce an up-to-date reference 
set in the German language. Neither 
editors nor contributors are listed. 


Volume 1 covers general encyclo- 
pedic material from the letter A 
through Briand. The articles are 
printed on two-column pages totaling 


1640 columns. The numbering is by 
columns rather than by pages. Ar- 
rangement in general is by small sub- 
jects, although articles vary in length 
from dictionary-type entries of a few 
lines to six pages as in the article, 
Afrika. A comparison with the same 
portion of the other shorter German 
encyclopedias, the eighth edition of 
Meyers Lexikon and Der Neue Brock- 
haus, indicates that the Schweizer Lex- 
ikon will be of comparable size though 
longer than Brockhaus and briefer 
than Meyers. 

The subjects range over the whole 
field of knowledge with a strong em- 
phasis on science, geography, useful 


arts, social science, and biography. 
There is evidence that an attempt has 
been made to include up-to-date ma- 
terial and statistics. For example, there 
are articles on the atom, the Atlantic 
Charter, and the material on Arizona 
and Arkansas contains 1940 census fig- 
ures. Some subjects particularly in 
the social sciences seem to be written 
from the Swiss point of view. Articles 
relating to heredity and genetics are 
objective in treatment. Biographical 
sketches of Germans predominate, al- 
though there is fairly even distribu- 
tion of other nationalities including 
American. Many living persons are in- 
cluded. 

On the whole, the bibliographies seem 
to be up to date and adequate, listing 
publications for 1943 and 1944. Author’s 
surname and initial, the brief title, 
place and date of publication are given. 
Periodical articles are referred to es- 
pecially for scientific articles. 

Excellent directions for the use of the 
Lexikon are found in the front of the 
volume, covering alphabeting, accent, 
and pronunciation. Notes on the han- 
dling of dates are also given. At the 
beginning of each signature, a warning 
is given to consult these directions. 

Cross references are indicated by the 
use of the arrow sign with the name 
of the heading referred to following it. 
Cross references are numerous and ap- 
pear to be well chosen. 

The illustrations, some colored, are 
attractive and many of them are good 
photographic reproductions. Maps vary 
in size from one third of a column to 
full page. Some are in black and 
white, and others in color. The dia- 
grams are clear although many of them 
are small. 

The format of this volume is very 
satisfactory. The paper is heavily 
glazed and reproduces well although it 
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adds to the weight of the volume. The 
text is printed in Roman type rather 
than German script in contrast to 
Meyers Lexikon and Der Neue Brock- 
haus and boldface type is used for 
headings. 

It is anticipated that the Schweizer 
Lexikon will be completed in 1948. 
Volume 2, covering Brjansk—Erfiil- 
lung, copyright 1946, was received 
shortly before this issue went to press 
and therefore could not be examined 
by the Committee in time to be in- 
cluded in this review. If the publishers 
maintain their present high standards 
in succeeding volumes, this set should 
be a valuable addition to the field of 
modern encyclopedias, although a final 
appraisal cannot be made until the 
work is completed. For this reason the 
Committee’s customary’ evaluative 
statement will be withheld until addi- 
tional volumes can be examined. 


World Scope Encyclopedia, published 
by Editorial Revisions, Inc., 17 Smith 
St. Brooklyn 2, N.Y. 


The Subscription Books Committee 
has recently received numerous in- 
quiries from subscribers regarding this 
encyclopedia. On October 10, in re- 
sponse to the Committee’s request for 
review sets, the publishers reported 
that “this encyclopedia is being com- 
pletely revised and reset and will be 
published in the spring of 1947.” The 
Committee hopes to review it as soon 
as sets are available. 


NOTE 


In the review of the Latin American 
Village picture sets in the October 


issue of the Bulletin the pictures are 
referred to as stenciled. According to 
the publishers a silk-screen process 
was used for some of the stencils, while 
others are handmade. 


Correction 


Due to a typographical error, the 
review of Compton’s Picture Library 
in the October issue of the Bulletin 
stated that the picture index contains 
about twelve hundred entries. The 
correct number of entries, according to 
the publishers, is twelve thousand. 


Price Change 


The J. A. Richards Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of The Grolier Society, In- 
corporated, announces that the price 
of the 1946 printing of Richards Topical 
Encyclopedia, fifteen volumes, maroon 
morocco-grain artcraft binding, is 
$89.50 subject to $10 discount to schools 
and libraries. The Committee’s last 
review of this set was that of the 1939 
edition in the January 1940 issue of 
the Bulletin. 





paamene to quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained trom the American Library As- 
sociation. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies ac- 
tion on the part of the Association. 
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